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Drive for Five: Increase Funding for Centers for Independent Living (CILs)

The CILs in Florida need an average of $5 per person with a significant disability to provide the 4 core services that promote independence. According to the US Census bureau 12.3 percent of the population has a significant disability. This means there are approximately 1.3 million Floridians who have a significant disability. Support the current and growing population of persons with disabilities in Florida.

· Support 1 million dollars of general revenue for the CILs in the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation budget.

· Re-establish statutory authority for the budget transfer of funds for the Centers for Independent Living from the Brain and Spinal Cord Injury Trust Fund (Dept. of Health) to the Florida Div. of Vocational Rehabilitation. 

Support a budget of 32 million for the Florida Div. of Vocational Rehabilitation
With a 1 to 3.69 federal match, all of this money can be used to provide services to persons with disabilities.

Specialty License Plate/Motorcycles

Part of the revenue from a new red, white and blue motorcycle license plate will be allocated to the Centers for Independent Living.  The bill is sponsored by Senator Wise R-5.
The Senate Bill # is 148.  
Personal Care Attendant Pilot Program

Amend Personal Care Attendant Pilot Program s. 413.402, F.S. Currently 25% of the revenue collected from the tax collection enforcement diversion program is deposited in the Florida Endowment Foundation for Vocational Rehabilitation. New legislation should change this amount to 50%. Senate Bill #118 sponsored by Senator Wise R-5.

FCAT Accessibility

The Florida Comprehensive Achievement Test (FCAT) must allow reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities as specified in their Individual Education Plan or their 504 Plan. Such alternatives include: alternative assessments and portfolio options. For third graders the FCAT process must be changed from “mandatory retention” to “mandatory remediation.”

The current limitations prevent the majority of students with all types of disabilities from passing the test and violate the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) .To base getting a standard high school diploma on one single test violates the Federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act  (IDEA).
Remove Barriers to Community Living

Congress, in passing the American with Disabilities Act (ADA) intended that services should be provided to persons with disabilities in the most integrated setting. Furthermore, the Supreme Court ruled in Olmstead that states could not, through policy or regulation, limit services strictly to institutional care, denying an individual access to community based supports. Florida must address several issues that will enable individuals with disabilities to truly participate in our communities:

· Home and Community Based Waiver Services: Florida spends nearly 70% of its Medicaid dollars in nursing homes, and 30% in community-based services. Thousand of adults with disabilities reside in nursing homes because their options are so limited and where many of their civil rights are denied. Eligible persons with disabilities, regardless of the type of disability or age of the individual, should have the choice to have their Medicaid dollars follow them into the community. Persons with disabilities could use their Medicaid dollars to pay a personal care attendant allowing them to live in their home or a group setting rather than in a nursing home. Allowing Medicaid dollars to follow the person into the community will help to bring Florida into compliance with the Olmstead Decision. 
· Ticket to Work Medicaid Waiver buy in: Increase funding dedicated to home and community based care through the Medicaid Waiver Program for the federally mandated Ticket to Work Program.  42% of adults with disabilities who could work and participate in the Ticket to Work Program instead are unemployed.      
Expand community-housing options for persons with disabilities

For persons with disabilities, lack of affordable housing is a major barrier to living independently.  The housing market is beyond the range of this population; fifty percent of the disabled population exists at or below the federal poverty level. These people are among Florida’s poorest residents. Typical incomes from SSI (Supplemental Security Income) or SSDI (Social Security Disability Income) are considerably lower than the minimum wage. As the population of Florida has increased, the affordable housing inventory has not kept pace. Furthermore, as people with disabilities become more independent, so does the need for additional housing.
Affordable Housing:

· Expand funding for affordable, accessible housing through the SHIP Program

· Expand housing programs that will increase affordable rental housing units

· Expand programs that increase affordable housing units for purchase

· Expand programs that subsidize rent or down payments 

Accessible Housing:

· Expand programs that provide architectural barrier removal for eligible persons who own their homes

· Expand incentives to developers that provide accessible housing

· Direct that building codes require accessibility in all new housing construction.
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