STATE: FLORIDA


APPENDIX II 

SECTION 3.4 – Summary of Comments Received at the Public Hearings (34 CFR 364.20(g))

Public Hearings were held to obtain public comment regarding amendments to the State Plan for Independent Living and to solicit information regarding independent living services throughout the state of Florida.

The first hearing was held in conjunction with the Florida Independent Living Council, Inc.’s Legislative Day held on March 20, 2003.  There were approximately 25 people in attendance and the comments are included in this appendix.  Most comments received had to do with personal issues and the status of independent living services.

The second hearing was held in conjunction with the Florida Independent Living Council, Inc.’s and was held at quarterly meeting in Orlando, Florida on June 18, 2003.  One person was in attendance, other than Council board members although an advertisement was run in the Orlando daily paper.  The comments received at this forum had to do with independent living services also.

In holding public hearings for the writing of the upcoming three-year State Plan, the Planning Committee will be developing strategies to improve attendance by holding forums at the Centers in conjunction with an activity planned by the Center.

Copies of the comments received from the forums on the amendments to the State Plan are kept on file in the FILC, Inc. office and copies will be provided on request.  

SECTION 3.4 – Summary of Comments Received at the Public Hearings

TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA
Thursday, March 20, 2003

3:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Mr. Roland Edwards, Division of Vocational Rehabilitation Independent Living Program Manager, opened the meeting by introducing the 7 members of the Florida Independent Living Council, Inc. that were present, the Council’s Executive Director and three CIL Directors and staff.  

The forum began with an explanation of the reason there is a State Plan for Independent Living then Mr. Edwards went over the changes most of which were mostly administrative.  He explained the change in the Network of Centers attachment stating that in order to effectively cover the state of Florida at this time and support the current Centers, it was agreed that the priority would be a new Center in the Daytona Beach area and the rest of any other new funds would be divided according to the funding formula to the current existing Centers. 

The request was made for comments on the amendments to the State Plan.  

Dr. Donna Sumlin, President of FILC, Inc. asked those in attendance how many had been to the Centers for services and for what.  Six persons acknowledged they had been to a Center for services.  

Services received included interpreting services through the Ocala office, independent living skills training at Self-Reliance in Tampa and information and referral from the Gainesville Center.  

Discussion on what services are needed including advocating for interpreters at doctor’s appointments.  Doctors do not provide interpreters so it is necessary to bring someone along.

One gentleman asked about having independent living skills training provided in his home.  Mr. Kennedy, Executive Director of the CIL of North Central Florida understood that this person wants to be as independent in his own home as possible but explained that it is more cost effective to provide these services in groups but he would look into this.  He stated that some services are provided in people’s homes such as assessments and modifications in living conditions.  

Another participant asked about the Council, where it is located and what the Council does.  Dr. Donna Sumlin, FILC President, explained that the Council is a group of Governor appointed volunteers who meet quarterly to assure that independent living services are provided in the state of Florida.  Independent Living is cross disability and consumer driven.  She stated that the Council would be suggesting that the CILs hold public forums in areas where the Council is not meeting in order to get more information from consumers and others interested in independent living services.

Dr. Sumlin explained that this was the third year the Council has had a legislative day at the Capitol.  This is the day that people with disabilities come to the Capitol to voice their opinions on legislation affecting their lives.

Another participant asked what CILs do.  Ms. Carol Terrillion explained that some of the services offered included disability awareness training in the community, assistance in getting home modifications and ADA accommodations.  A participant noted that in parking at a Wal-Mart in Citrus County that someone parked in an accessible parking stall next to her and she was unable to get the lift down on her van.  She requested assistance with this.

Mr. Chip Wilson, FILC member, stated that Florida law states this person can be towed.  He also suggested contacting the person who owns the store to have the person moved.  

Discussion about curb cuts in the way of accessible parking concluded with the suggestion again of contacting the storeowner to make him or her aware of the situation.

The meeting ended at 4:40 p.m. with the facilitators staying for any further comments until the advertised end of the meeting at 5:30 p.m.

ORLANDO, FLORIDA
Wednesday, June 18, 2003

6:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

Ms. Beth Schultz, Executive Director of the Florida Independent Living Council, Inc. opened the meeting by introducing the 11 members of the Council that were present and two CIL Directors and the Executive Director of the Florida Association of Centers for Independent Living.  

Dr. Donna Sumlin, President of FILC, Inc. welcomed those in attendance and explained how each Center is different and the purpose of holding public hearings.  She also requested that if someone had not visited their local Center that they should do so in order to learn what the Center provides.  

The forum began with an explanation of the reason there is a State Plan for Independent Living then Ms. Schultz went over the changes most of which were mostly administrative.  She explained the changes in the attachments explaining that upon completion of this Forum the amendments would be sent to the Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) for approval. 

The request was made for comments on the amendments to the State Plan.  

Comments did not address the amendments to the Plan directly but had to do with the status of independent living services in the Orlando area.

· Disappointment was expressed by the lack of participation by the local community.

· Two themes were presented:

1. Issues that affect the disability community in a negative way.

2. Trying to work with the legislature and the importance of advocacy.

It was felt that issues are talked about in a vacuum.  If the state revenue is drained because of tax cuts to the wealthy then services end up being cut.  There is a connection between the conservative agenda in Florida and the county and cutbacks and reductions in services.

It was questioned how many in the audience had voted for conservatives.

It was expressed that advocacy with other groups having common issues is very important because there is a need for revenue streams.  Advocacy is important but it is also important to develop an inner core because if the disability community depends on the legislature for its well being then it is on thin ice.
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