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Florida’s Braille and Talking Book Library

The Florida’s Braille and Talking Book Library has several titles on cassette and/or in Braille, that may
be borrowed by people who are print impaired. That is people who have problems reading due to loss
of vision, physical impairment or reading (learning) disability. Staff of CILs may wish to sign up
clients who may be eligible for this no-cost service. For more information please contact:

Activities initiated/hosted by the

Doug Hall Florida Independent Living Council are

Volunteer Services Center Specialist open to the public. For information about

Bureau of Braille and Talking Book Library Services these or any other FILC events please
Toll Free 800.226.6075 Ext. 6040 contact the FILC office @ (850)488-5624.

Tel: 386.239.6000 Ext. 6040
doug.hall@dbs.fldoe.org
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“"Independence Worth Preserving”

and coordination of informational/advocacy activities, insuring that
materials and communications are in accessible format and that other
concerns are dealt with.

Other conference recommendations included:

1. Advisory committees should be formed in each county, to help
local emergency management staff plan for disability-related needs.
Individuals and organizations must become involved as advisors on
such bodies!

2. Persons with disabilities should voluntarily register with their
local Emergency Management agency. Then, the person may be
called, in the event of an emergency, to see if he/she needs assis-
tance.

3.Just because a person has a disability, it doesn’t follow that that
individual would automatically go to a special needs shelter. Nor
does it even mean that the person must go to any shelter. The indi-
vidual may wish to stay at home, stay with friends or leave the area
entirely. How to prepare for an emergency must be up to the indi-
vidual!

4. Service animals must be permitted in all shelters. Please remem-
ber that the owner/handler of such animal is responsible for its con-
tinued good behavior.

5. Presentations were made by Florida’s Representative Gail
Harrell, who sponsored H-89, and Senator, Stephen Wise, sponsor of
S-1058, which would address the needs of persons with disabilities in
the planning and management of emergencies and health/public
safety.

6. In Washington, Senator, Tom Harkin, (D-IA) introduced SB-
2124, "Emergency Preparedness and Response for Individuals with
Disabilities Act of 2005," to address the needs of persons with dis-
abilities in emergency planning and relief efforts.

In summary, persons with disabilities and their organiza-
tions/agencies are strongly encouraged to contact local emergency
management entities, to assist with planning for and responding to
emergencies, as well as helping with the aftermath of such events.
Even more important is the need for each person to develop an action
plan for dealing with emergencies.

Centers for
Independent Living

Suncoast Center for Independent Living serving
Sarasota and Manatee Counties, (941) 351-9545
Coalition for Independent Living Options serving
Okeechobee, St. Lucie, Martin, and Palm Beach
Counties, (561) 966-4288

Center for Independent Living of Broward serving
Broward County, (954) 722-6400

Disability Resource Center serving Holmes, Jackson,
Washington, Bay, Calhoun, Gulf, Liberty, and Franklin
Counties, (850) 769-6890

Center for Independent Living of the Florida Keys
serving the Florida Keys, (305) 453-3491

Center for Independent Living of North Central
Florida serving Hamilton, Suwanee, Columbia, Lafay-
ette, Dixie, Gilchrist, Union, Bradford, Alachua, Levy,
Marion, Putnam, Citrus, Sumter, and Hernando
Counties, (352) 378-7474

Self Reliance, Inc. serving Hillsborough County,

(813) 375-3965

Center for Independent Living of South Florida
serving Dade County, (305) 751-8025

Independent Living Resource Center of Northeast
Florida serving Baker, Nassau, Duval, Clay, and

St. Johns Counties, (904) 399-8484

Center for Independent Living of Southwest Florida
serving Charlotte, Glades, Lee, Hendry, and Collier
Counties, (239) 277-1447

Center for Independent Living of Northwest Florida
serving Escambia, Santa Rosa, Okaloosa, and Walton
Counties, (850) 595-5566

Caring and Sharing Center for Independent Living
serving Pasco and Pinellas Counties, (727) 577-0065
Ability 1st serving Gadsden, Leon, Wakulla, Jefferson,
Madison, and Taylor Counties, (850) 575-9621
Victory Lane Center for Independent Living serving
Flagler and Volusia Counties, (386) 671-1960

Space Coast Center for Independent Living serving
Brevard and Indian River Counties, (321) 784-9008
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Please feel free to distribute this letter to any other
persons/organizations that may be interested.

It is the mission of the Florida Independent Living Council

to assist and advocate for people with disabilities in
achieving equal opportunities. Our vision is to foster
change via leadership, collaboration and visibility.




